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TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) 

SUBJ: TEXT OF PRESS BRIEFING CONDUCTED BY AMBASSADORS 

ANDERSON AND BASHIR, AUGUST 25, PALESTINE HOTEL, ALEXANDRIA 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: AS USUAL, TAHSIN AND I WILL SHARE THE BRIEF 
READ-OUT FOR YOU. JUST LET ME START OUT BY SAYING THE PRESIDENT 
AND THE SECRETARY MET WITH THE TWO TEAMS BEGINNING AT 1 1:45 FOR 
ONE HOUR, FOLLOWED BY A MEETING OF 45 MINUTES ALONE. THE PARTICI- 
PANTS FOR THE FIRST HOUR YOU HAVE THE PRESIDENT, VICE PRESIDENT 
MUBARAK, THEN YOU HAVE PRIME MINISTER SALEM, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER 
AND FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND WAR MINISTER 
GAMASY. AND ON THE AMERICAN SIDE, THE SECRETARY, AMBASSADOR EILTS, 
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SECRETARY OF STATE FOR NEAR EASTERN AFFAIRS HAROLD SAUNDERS. 

NOW THE PLAN IS THAT THE SECRETARY WILL RETURN LATER TODAY 
TO ISRAEL FOR A PROBABLE MEETING WITH ISRAELI OFFICIALS THIS 
EVENING. AND THE SECRETARY WILL IN ALL PROBABILITY RETURN 
TO ALEXANDRIA TOMORROW, TAHSIN. 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: IN THE MEETING, THE EGYPTIAN SIDE RECEIVED 
IDEAS BROUGHT BY SECRETARY KISSINGER. PRESIDENT SADAT WILL BE 
MEETING NOW WITH THE EGYPTIAN TEAM COMPOSED OF THE VICE PRESIDENT, 
MR. MUBARAK, THE PRIME MINISTER, MR. MAHMOUH SALEM, THE DEPUTY 
PRIME MINISTER AND WAR MINISTER, GEN. GAMASY. THEY WILL MEET 
NOW TO DISCUSS THE EGYPTIAN REPLY TO THE IDEAS BROUGHT. SOME 
TIME THIS AFTERNOON, THE EGYPTIAN REPLY WILL BE GIVEN BACK TO 
MR. KISSINGER. MR. KISSINGER IS SUPPOSED TO LEAVE SOME 
TIME THIS AFTERNOON TO RETURN WITH OUR ANSWERS AND IDEAS AND WE 
EXPECT HIM BACK SOMETIME TOMORROW. 

Q. IS IT A GOOD OR A BAD SIGN WHAT IS HAPPENING NOW? 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: WE HAVE TO WAIT FOR THE EGYPTIAN REPLY TO 
BE FORMULATED. IT IS BEING STUDIED NOW. 

Q. WHERE IS DR. KISSINGER NOW? 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: HE WILL HAVE LUNCH WITH MR. FAHMY SOMEWHERE 
ON THE BEACH HERE IN MONTAZA. 

Q. SIR, HOW DO YOU EXPLAIN SO BRIEF A MEETING? 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: IS WAS NOT BRIEF. IT WAS ONE HOUR FOR THE 

FULL TWO GROUPS, AND A 45 MINUTE PRIVATE TALK BETWEEN THE PRESIDENT 

AND MR. KISSINGER. 

(ARABIC TRANSLATION OF ABOVE BY AMBASSADOR BASHIR.) 

Q. (IN ARABIC) WHO IS GOING TO SUBMIT THE EGYPTIAN REPLY? 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR (IN ARABIC): IT IS NOT YET KNOWN. 

Q. WHERE THERE ANY AMERICAN IDEAS OR PROPOSALS ADDED TO THE 
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EGYPTIAN PROPOSALS OR THE ISRAELI PROPOSALS? 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: I DO NOT WANT TO COMMENT SPECIFICALLY 
ON WHAT WAS PRESENTED TO PRESIDENT SADAT. AND THE EGYPTIAN 
TEAM. AS PRESIDENT SADAT TOLD TAHSIN AND ME JUST NOW, HE HAS 
RECEIVED THE LATEST ISRAELI THINKING AND HE IS NOW STUDYING 
THE LATEST THINKING AND WILL BE GIVING A RESPONSE TO DR. KISSINGER 
PROBABLY THROUGH FOREIGN MINISTER FAHMY LATER TODAY BEFORE 
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THE SECRETARY LEAVES FOR ISRAEL. 

Q. MR. ANDERSON, IS IT IMPOSSIBLE TO DO THIS BY RADIO 
INSTEAD OF FLYING BACK AND FORTH? 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: I THINK, FRANKLY, LARS, FROM PAST 
EXPERIENCE WITH PREVIOUS NEGOTIATIONS AND THE CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS— 
I THINK THE ELEMENT OF PERSONAL CONTACT IS VE 
Y IMPORTANT HERE. 

Q. WHEN DR. KISSINGER CAME TO EGYPT THE FIRST TIME ON THIS SHUTTLE, 

HE SAID THAT MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE AND PROCEDURE STILL REMAINED. 

ARE THERE STILL MATTERS OF SUBSTANCE AND PROCEDURE? 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: AS FAR AS I KNOW, THERE ARE. 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: THAT IS RIGHT. 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: DO YOU AGREE WITH ME, TAHSIN? 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: YES, YES. 

Q. IS THERE ANY DIFFERENCE IN EMPHASIS IN THE FACT THAT BEFORE 
GIVING HIS REPLY THIS TIME, MR. SADAT IN DISCUSSING WITH 
MUBARAK, MAMDUH SALEM, FAHMY AND A LARGER NUMBER OF PEOPLE 
THAN HE HAS DISCUSSED WITH BEFORE? 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: EVERY TIME THE EGYPTIAN (PRESIDENT) 

DISCUSSES THE MATTER WITH HIS AIDES. THIS TIME THE MEETING IS 
BEING HELD NOW BECAUSE WE HAVE TO GIVE AN ANSWER BEFORE THE 
SECRETARY LEAVES. 

Q. MR. BASHIR, IS THIS MEETING OF THE PRESIDENT WITH HIS 
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TOP ADVISORS TODAY IN FACT TO APPROVE NOW THE TERMS OF THE 
AGREEMENT? 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: TO DISCUSS AND FORMULATE OUR ANSWER TO THIS, 

NOT APPROVE ANYTHING. 

Q. HAVE WE REACHED THE STATE OF DRAFTING WHICH DR. KISSINGER 
REFERRED TO ON ABC YESTERDAY? 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: I DO NOT BELIEVE THAT STAGE HAS BREN 
REACHED YET. THERE WAS SOME PRELIMINARY DRAFTING, AS YOU ALL 
KNOW, THAT WAS DONE IN WASHINGTON BY THE ISRAELI AND AMERICAN 
TEAMS AT A TECHNICAL LEVEL, BUT THERE IS STILL MAIOR DRAFTING 
THAT HAS TO BE DONE. 
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Q. ARE THERE MORE POINTS AGREED O NOW? 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: I DO NOT WANT TO GET INTO THE SUBSTANCE 
HERE BECAUSE YOUR PRESIDENT IS CURRENTLY LOOKING OVER THE CURRENT 
IDEAS AND I THINK IT WOULD.... 

AMBASSADOR BASHIR: WE WILL NOT KNOW 'TIL THE EGYPTIAN SIDE 
FORMULATES ITS ANSWER. 

Q. IS HE (THE SECRETARY) STILT. LEAVING ON THE FIRST OF 
SEPTEMBER? 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: THE ACTUAL DATE OF THE SECRETARY'S UN 
SPEECH IS EITHER GOING TO BE ON THE FIRST OR SECOND IN NEW 
YORK. I CANNOT TELL YOU WHEN HE IS GOING TO LEAVE THE AREA. 

AS THE SECRETARY HAS SAID A NUMBER OF TIMES. HE MUST BE IN 
NEW YORK TO DELIVER HIS ADDRESS TO THE SPECIAL SESSION OF THE 
UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY. SO HE HAS TO BE THERE BY THE FIRST OR 
THE SECOND, BUT I CANNOT TELL EXACTLY WHEN HE IS GOING TO LEAVE. 

Q. DO YOU THINK HIS VISIT TOMORROW WILL BE HIS LAST ONE, OR DO 
YOU EXPECT A FOURTH VISIT? 

AMBASSADOR ANDERSON: I CANNOT TELL. 
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